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Agriculture, services negotiations move on to next phase

Sig nif i cant trade bar ri ers
re main af ter Uru guay Round,
says new Sec re tar iat study

World trade has been lib er al ized con sid er ably as a 
re sult of the Uru guay Round but sig nif i cant

trade bar ri ers re main in clud ing in ar eas of in ter est to
de vel op ing coun tries like tex tiles and ag ri cul ture, ac -
cord ing to a new WTO Sec re tar iat study Mar ket Ac -
cess: Un fin ished Busi ness pub lished on 26 April.

“This new re port makes clear that the WTO has
plenty of un fin ished busi ness,” said Di rec tor-General 
Mike Moore. “The best way we can tackle the many
re main ing trade bar ri ers that are pre vent ing peo ple
and coun tries from re al iz ing their full po ten tial is in a
wider set of ne go ti a tions.”

The new WTO Sec re tar iat study pro files
post-Uruguay Round mar ket ac cess con di tions in
three ar eas: in dus trial tar iffs, ag ri cul ture and ser vices, 
the lat ter two of which are al ready the sub ject of on go -
ing ne go ti a tions. The de tailed study is in tended as a
com pre hen sive re source for ne go ti a tors and the in ter -
ested pub lic. A copy may be down loaded from the
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New panels on mea sures by
Bel gium, Can ada and Chile
The WTO Dis pute Set tle ment Body (DSB), on 12 March, 
es tab lished the fol low ing new pan els:
• “Can ada — Ex port cred its and loans guar an tees

for re gional air craft” Brazil re quested the es tab lish -
ment of a panel to ex am ine the WTO com pat i bil ity of
Can ada’s new air craft fi nanc ing sys tem. This was
Brazil’s first re quest but only one re quest is nec es sary
for a panel to be es tab lished in cases of claimed for bid -
den sub si dies. The DSB agreed to es tab lish a panel.
The Eu ro pean Com mu nities, In dia and the United
States re served third-party rights to par tic i pate in the
Panel’s pro ceed ing.

• “Bel gium — Ad min is tra tion of mea sures es tab lish -
ing cus toms du ties for rice” The United States re -
quested for the sec ond time the es tab lish ment su2y is tra tion�g8 ( su2y   re) Tj
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TRIPS

WHO/WTO work shop on pric ing and fi nanc ing of es sen tial drugs ex perts

Af ford able med i cines for poor coun tries are fea si ble

HØSBJØR, NOR WAY — Making life-saving med i -
cines more af ford able for poor coun tries is vi tal for

im prov ing pub lic health. More im por tantly, it is re al is tic,
ex perts said in a three-day work shop that ended on
11 April.

In par tic u lar, “dif fer en tial pric ing”—com pa nies charg -
ing dif fer ent prices in dif fer ent mar kets ac cord ing to pur -
chas ing power—is a fea si ble means of achiev ing this,
pro vided cer tain con di tions are met.

That was a widely held view among a di Tw 7
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The Trade Pol icy Re view Body con cluded its sec ond re -
view of Ghana on 26 and 28 Feb ru arbcl9g5 Re
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TRADE POLICIES

The Trade Pol icy Re view Body con cluded its first re view
of Mad a gas car on 19 and 21 Feb ru ary 2000. Ex cerpts
from the Chair per son’s con clud ing re marks:

We have had a thor ough and con struc tive dis cus sion
of the trade pol i cies of Mad a gas car. Mem bers were

im pressed by Mad a gas car’s re cent strong eco nomic per -
for mance, which they at trib uted to the strength en ing of its
mar ket-oriented re forms, in clud ing trade lib er al iza tion.
Mem bers com mended Mad a gas car on its in terim Pov erty
Re duc tion Strat egy Pa per (PRSP) and sought clar i fi ca tion 
on the mainstreaming of trade in the PRSP. They noted
that Mad a gas car’s debt re lief un der the HIPC ini tia tive
would fur ther as sist its mac ro eco nomic sit u a tion. Some
con cern was ex pressed about the pace of the pri vat iza tion
pro cess and about re stric tions on land own er ship, which
were neg a tively af fect ing for eign di rect in vest ment, par -
tic u larly in the tour ism subsector. Mem bers en cour aged
Mad a gas car to con tinue the re form pro cess so as to al low
it to fully ben e fit from its rich re source base and enor mous 
po ten tial.

Ac tive member

Mem bers ap pre ci ated Mad a gas car’s ac tive par tic i pa -
tion in the mul ti lat eral trad ing sys tem. Some Mem bers
urged Mad a gas car to join them in their sup port for the
launch of a new round of mul ti lat eral trade ne go ti a tions.
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TRADE POLICIES

were op ti mis tic about its eco nomic pros pects. Mem bers
en cour aged Mad a gas car to main tain both the pace and the
di rec tion of its re forms, and urged that its bi lat eral and re -
gional ar range ments be WTO-consistent. In my per sonal

ca pac ity, I ad vo cate that all Mem bers sup port Mad a gas -
car in its ef
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WTO FOCUS

Mike Moore

“The world needs a new WTO trade Round”
Di rec tor-General Mike Moore, be fore the Ger man For -
eign Pol icy As so ci a tion, in Berlin on 23 April,  stressed
that the eco nomic case for a new Round is “com pel ling”. 
Ex cerpts from his speech:

Re cent years have been full of prom ise for the world
econ omy. The US econ omy has grown in leaps and

bounds, surf ing on the crest of a seem ingly end less wave
of tech no log i cal in no va tion. The chal lenge for other
coun tries has been to cap ture some of that zest for them -
selves. Though some peo ple were afraid they would be
left be hind, the mood was gen er ally op ti mis tic.

This year is dif fer ent. Share prices on the Nasdaq, the
ba rom e ter of Amer ica’s tech nol ogy-fuelled op ti mism,
have fallen back to earth. Its Eu ro pean coun ter parts, such
e i g n  r 4 2 , 9   T w  ( h a v  i  T c  2 . 3 4 4 4 e - m , )  T j 
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by Ar ti cle 20 of the WTO’s Agree ment on Ag ri cul ture.
The loom ing ex piry of the Peace Clause in 2003 gives




